
“Beyond the Pulpit and Out the Doors: Discipleship”  

Every so often, I like to use this space to expand on a point made in a       

sermon from the past month. This month, I want to elaborate a bit more 

on a sermon which generated as much or maybe more feedback than 

any other during my time in Platte, “United or Untied?”, a sermon 

based on Ecclesiastes 4:4-12. One particular member wished I could   

expand a little bit on practical ways to carry out the main point that the 

church is a place of  companionship, where “Two are better than one,     

because they have a good return on their work” (Ecc 4:9). A primary             

implication for our church is that you ought to be (yes, ought to be)   

connecting through one-on-one discipleship. I alluded to this in the  

message, but I want to lay out a few basic practical notes.  

Why? This passage in Ecclesiastes stands alongside the host of  New         

Testament “one another” passages and the Great Commission in     

Matthew 28 to show that discipleship isn’t optional or ‘a nice thing to 

have.’ It is a necessity. You might become tempted to say that             

discipleship is a “Pastor Drew thing.” Pastors come and go, and they 

have all have their ‘hobby-horses,’ and this just happens to be mine. But 

please know that I do emphasize this only because I’ve become         

convinced it is the Biblical way a church responds to the gospel and    

carries out the Great Commission beyond the corporate worship     

gatherings. It is a mark of  a healthy church.  

One particular blessing of  meeting my wife was in seeing how her     

college ministry, The Navigators, went about making disciples.              
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It is expected that, in addition to the large gatherings of  the entire 

group, those who are younger are being ‘discipled’ by someone and 

those who are older are on the lookout for them in order to disciple 

them. It isn’t a “program” you sign up for. It’s just what you do. My   

only discouragement from this is that the church should be doing it, and   

usually isn’t. I am not alone in making this exact observation. Mark 

Dever, Senior Pastor of  Capitol Hill Baptist Church in Washington, 

DC, looks at The Navigators, their mission statement, and their culture 

of discipleship, and writes that they “describe what churches should be   

doing.” 

How? In the sermon, I suggested a “three-cord strand” of  relationships 

in your life: you are getting discipled by someone further down the 

Christian path, you are discipling someone not as far down the path as 

you, and you are walking alongside someone in roughly the same spot. 

All three relationships are not always possible (particularly if  you are 

near either end of  the path), but, generally, you could find all three right 

in our church. You commit to meet with these people ‘regularly,’ which 

is a flexible term, depending on your schedule and season. Weekly is 

great, but bi-weekly is good, and even monthly would work. And how 

do you set it up? Again, it’s simple: you just go and ask someone!  

What? And what you do is also simple: you spend a bit of  time working 

through part of  the Bible (I have booklets available for you with       

questions designed for one-on-one situations), and then the other       

portion having open, honest conversation about your Christian walk, 

which becomes  ideal for encouragement and accountability. The whole 

thing need not take more than an hour! My hope is that some of  you 

are doing it, or are considering it, and praying for who these people 

might be for you.  

In Christ, Pastor Drew 

For more on The Navigators ministry, visit www.thenavigators.org  

http://www.thenavigators.org/


FAMILY PRAYER NOTES – FEBRUARY 2017 

GENERAL PRAISES AND PRAYER REQUESTS: 

 Pray that our worship services would be exalting and glorifying to God 

but  also refreshing and joyful for us.  

 Pray that the Devil's work in our community and our country would be        

destroyed and that our church would be able to stay strong and advance 

the message of the gospel. 

 Pray for our new President and Vice-President and ask that they would 

govern with wise priorities and preserve our liberty and freedom. Ask also 

for  unity in our country.  

 Continue to remember Sheryl and Gene Brondsema in your prayers as 

Sheryl continues treatments and works at rehabilitating from her illness. 

 Ask God to continue to provide jobs and income in our community that 

can support families.  

 Thank God that your sins are covered and paid for by the blood of Jesus 

Christ!  

 Ask God to help you resist temptation for one particular sin in your life 

each day this month. 

Nursing Home Residents, Caretakers and Shut-ins: 

 Jenny Bultsma, Kevin Burma, Gertie DeJong, Janet DeJong,                       

Clair & Pearl Dyk, Marie Kok, Esther Hoekman, Clarence Hunsucker,          

Sarah Kraayenbrink, Harriet Meyerink, Juna Meyerink, Helen Pheifer,        

Ruth Pranger, Cheryl Reed, Don & Evelyn Severson, Harriet Sprik,            

Ann Vander Pol, Leona Van Dusseldorp, Muriel Van Vuren,                 

Betty Van Zee, Viola Vander Tuin 

Missionaries: 

 Ben & Amy Meyer (CRWM– Mexico) 

 Victor & Lori Selemani (YWAM– Africa) 

 LaVeryl & Max Voss (Wycliffe– Papua New Guinea) 

 Don & Mae Wunderink (SIM– Peru) 

 



28: Kaylinn Kok 

28: Tony Baan Hofman 

28: Trevor Overweg 

 

February Anniversaries: 

14: Don & Evelyn Severson 

16: Albert & Delores Kuipers 

 

February Birthdays: 

2: Harriet Sprik 

5: Ken Kredit 

8: Carol Kaemingk 

9: Pearl Dyk 

9: Randy Pheifer 

15: Marion Kuipers 

17: Jean Sybesma 

18: Cade Brondsema 

21: Alice Van Zee 

21: Ruth (M) Vanden Bos 

22: Curtis Sybesma 

22: Lois Van Dusseldorp 

23: Larry Hansum 

23: Wilmer Niewenhuis 

 

 

Please let the church office know if there are any birthdays or anniversaries   
that we’ve missed! Call 337-3572, or email: plattecrc@gmail.com 

Those Mourning the Loss of: 

 Lois Van Zee, Andrew Sybesma, Henry & Jeanette DeLange,                      

Gert Vander Werp, Bertha Kuipers, Bruce Pranger, and the Westerhuis 

family. 

 

 
Monthly Birthdays and Anniversaries 

(to see church activities, please refer to our weekly bulletin,  
or to the online calendar at plattecrc.org for the most up-to-date information) 


